[Brain development: genetic and exogenous factors].
Growth disorders and differentiation of cerebral structures may be caused by mutations of exogenous noxae. The period of most active brain development is between the tenth week of pregnancy and the tenth year of life. In this period the brain is particularly sensitive to exogenous noxae. Basic research has revealed mechanisms that are responsible for normal development, and at the same time has led to the discovery of factors which may be associated with disturbance of these regulatory processess. Disorders of cerebral development may underlie minimal organic brain damage, though there is no proof of this as yet. Closer cooperation between basic and clinical research will be necessary to provide greater insight into the mechanisms of cerebral development. The knowledge thus obtained is one of the preconditions for the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of infantile minimal organic brain damage.